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ABOVE: Embedded installation views, Gallery 139, May 2018

COVER: Caelli Jo Brooker, Alison Smith and Ahn Wells collaborative artist book  
Trilogy: Territory, Marks, Remains (detail) 2017–2018

Embedded brings Caelli Jo Brooker, Alison Smith and Ahn Wells together for a third 

time, exhibiting their most recent work and exploring some of the key motifs and forms 

embedded within the trio’s ongoing creative work and exhibition collaborations.

As each artist works in parallel, trusting the outcomes of the other, the curious and 

subliminal layers of unintentional collaboration are most revealed through the exhibition 

and installation processes itself, as unconscious connections emerge through the 

processes of drawing familiar, but idiosyncratic practices together.

In framing these different perspectives, Embedded also represents the third installment 

of shared exhibition titles themed through identifying ‘states’ such as ‘turning over’ and 

‘conditional’. The latest theme describes the shared and embedded state of creative 

preoccupation with aspects of abstraction, repetition, symbol, shape, form, pattern, 

distillation and line, and the collective process of trusting the evolving exploration of 

these recurrent creative strategies to materialise contrast and connection. 

Caelli Jo Brooker’s new work examines cycles and processes of making, and the 

ebb and flow of creative profession and practice. In these works, the mark operates 

as a more formal creative strategy set apart from its usual role as an expressive and 

idiosyncratic signature. The mark is meditative and repeated, functioning deliberately 

as a generative mechanism for realising an image, and aligned with the designed form 

more than the rehearsed, or spontaneous gesture. The recurring moon motif in the 

work represents the ever-present, but shifting pull of the ideas that attract us and the 

making that compels us. 

Alison Smith’s new works on paper are the most deeply personal she has produced 

for some time. The shapes that are referenced are the result of many years of working 

with particular forms and recalling lines that are deeply embedded. They reveal a 

distilled version of many previous explorations and examine how those abstractions 

could be coerced into representing emotional aspects of her current life. These forms 

have become a way of referencing, not just the physical world around her, but her 

emotional states within it. 

Ahn Wells has continued to explore the mediums of drawing, textiles and ceramics 

while continuing to be influenced by the art vocabulary of minimalism and abstract 

art learned during formal study. For this exhibition, she consciously combines these 

materials to further explore her non-objective approach to art-making. Traditional and 

non-traditional craft materials and techniques are used to push the ideas of repetition, 

order/disorder, surface manipulation and pattern formation that has remained a 

constant throughout her art practice. 



Caelli Jo Brooker  Full Moon (Blood) 2018 
acrylic, ink and crayon on canvas and board, 90cm x 90cm Alison Smith  Becoming 2018, pastel, ink and crayon on Stonehenge, 111.5cm x 77.5cm



Ahn Wells  Nurtured 2018, mixed media on Stonehenge, 110 x 77cm

Caelli Jo Brooker, Alison Smith and Ahn Wells

1  Trilogy: Territory, Marks, Remains 2017–2018 

 woodcut, letterpress, gocco print, monotype, digital print, ink, acrylic, pencil,  

 card, cloth and thread on mixed paper stocks in handmade solander box,  

 42 x 30 x 3cm (closed book size – display dimensions variable) $480

Caelli Jo Brooker

2 Moon Drawings 2018, 3D printed polylactic acid (PLA), 20 x 20cm (each) $40ea

6 Full Moon 2018, acrylic, ink and crayon on canvas and board, 90 x 90cm $540 

7 Moon Shadow 2018, acrylic, ink and crayon on board, 40.6 x 50.8cm $220

8 Blue Moon 2018, acrylic, ink and crayon on board, 40.6 x 50.8cm $220

9 Moon Tide 2018, acrylic, ink and crayon on board, 40.6cm x 50.8cm $220

10 Blood Moon 2018, acrylic, ink and crayon on board, 40.6cm x 50.8cm $220

11 Full Moon (Blood) 2018, acrylic, ink and crayon on canvas and board,  

 90cm x 90cm   $540

 

Alison Smith

3 Renegotiate 2018, ink, pastel and crayon on Stonehenge, 111.5 x 77.5cm $330

4 Capacity 2018, ink, pastel and crayon on Stonehenge, 111.5 x 77.5cm $330

12 Miss you 2018, ink, pastel and crayon on Stonehenge, 111.5 x 77.5cm $330

13 Becoming 2018, ink, pastel and crayon on Stonehenge, 111.5 x 77.5cm $330

14 Anticipate 2018, ink, pastel and crayon on Stonehenge, 111.5 x 77.5cm $330

Ahn Wells

5 Remains I, Remains II, Remains III  (left to right) 

 2018, mixed media on Stonehenge, 78 x 77cm each $110ea 

15 Protector 2018, mixed media on Stonehenge, 111 x 77cm  $330

16 Nurtured 2018, mixed media on Stonehenge, 110 x 77cm  $330

17  Reflected 2017, ceramic and acrylic wool, 10 x 6 x 6.5cm NFS

18 Reflection 2018, ceramic, 5.5 x 7.5 x 6.5cm $40

19 Protection after Louise Bourgeois 2018, ceramic, 9 x 7 x 7cm $110

20 Nurture after Louise Bourgeois 2018, ceramic, 16 x 14 x 12cm $150

21  Nowhere to run 2017, ceramic, 10 x 6 x 6.5cm $180 

22  Hidden 2017, ceramic, 10 x 7.5 x 7.5cm $150 

23  Lost 2018, ceramic, 13.5 x 16 x 12.5cm NFS



Ahn Wells, Director
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